Up to October 2004, dogs and cats imported into Japan were subjected to a quarantine regime which consisted of vaccination and a 30-365 day waiting period in the country of origin and a 14 day quarantine period upon arrival in Japan. This regime was replaced by a new regime, consisting of vaccination, neutralizing antibody level titration and a 180 day waiting period in the country of origin, in November 2004. To evaluate the effect of this policy change, a quantitative risk assessment was undertaken. The risk of rabies entering Japan through the importation of dogs and cats from the United States under the old regime and the new regime was quantitatively assessed and compared. Under the new regime, rabies will enter Japan once every 4932 years (90% confidence inter- 
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